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PLANNING 
 

Any significant activity these days requires consent in some form or another to ensure that   
activity is in accordance with the relevant plan.  Planning therefore has been very much to the 

forefront of the AQA over the past few months and the following activities have been undertaken: 

• Industry Planners Forum.  The AQA proposes to bring together early in the New Year, 
those persons involved in planning within the industry to share the issues that confront 
them and to establish better lines of communication.  While acknowledging there may be 
issues of commercial sensitivity, the Council believes that there will be many areas where 

the experience of one can assist the others. 

• Further, it is an opportunity to alert others to activities of one local or regional authority 
which may have adverse effects on the industry, and be emulated by other authorities.   
The ability to communicate on matters of mutual interest can only benefit all members of 

the AQA and allow us to be proactive in this area. 

• Planning Blueprint for the Future.  The Council is working with Local Government New 
Zealand and the Ministry for the Environment, to produce a Guidance Note for the MfE 
website, that will detail the best practice for local and regional authorities when consider-
ing  applications for consent involving quarries,  This is seen as a proactive step to mini-

mise the cost of each application and to set a benchmark  in this area. 

• The first phase of this project involves developing a discussion paper and it is anticipated 
that the Planning Forum mentioned above, will be a part of this development.  The AQA has 
been able to source some funding from MfE to assist in the development of this paper and 

project.   

• Members will be advised  of the ongoing activity in both of these areas, which together 

will place the industry  in a better position to meet the planning challenges of the future. 

ARC  AGGREGATE  STRATEGY FORUM 
Five members of the AQA Council attended a half day strategy session with the ARC and other 
interested bodies in November, on the future supply and development of aggregate in the Auck-
land region.  The session and the invitations are believed to be a direct result of the Conference, 

“Foundations for the Future” document, and the increasing AQA generated publicity on this issue. 
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PLANNING  ACTIVITY  
The AQA has been involved in the following planning activities in the past few months, either in sup-

port of a member’s application or just on its own. 

National Policy Statement for Electricity Transmission 

Submission delivered on 29 November 2007.  To be advised date of hearing 

Taranaki Regional Policy Statement 

AQA submitted on proposed policy statement and Council have recommended to adopt AQA's pro-

posed changes.  Hearing held on 16 October 2008. Expect decision early 2009 

Draft Wellington Regional Policy Statement 

Submitted on Policy Statement to seek specific provisions and policies are made for aggregates 
and minerals in the Policy Statement. Date submitted 5 April 2008. Submissions closed 16 May 

2008. GWRC are currently summarising and preparing responses to submissions . 

Horizons Regional Council - One Plan 

Attended Overall Hearing on 1 July 2008, decisions from hearings to be released mid to late 2009 

Wellington City District Plan - Plan Change 64 (Kiwi Point Quarry) 

AQA submitted in favour of plan change 64 on 21 July 2008. As all other submissions were in fa-
vour of the plan change no hearing was held. Council has approved the decision and was publicly 

notified on 6 November 2008.  

Waingaro Road Quarry Extension 

AQA submitted in favour of the quarry extension on 24 July 2008. Hearing was held on 8 Septem-
ber 2008. AQA did not attend as the processing planners recommendation was for approval.  

Statutory timeframe for determining the application has been extended to 21 November 2008  

Hurunui District Council 

AQA submitted in opposition to the plan change on 2 September 2008. AQA made a further submis-
sion on 29 October 2008 in support of Winstone Aggregates and Fulton Hogan’s submissions.  

Council advised  AQA will attend the hearing to be held during the week of 8 - 12 December 2008. 

Auckland Regional Council 

Harrison Grierson finalising feedback on the Auckland Regional Policy Statement and Preparation 

of a new Auckland Regional Land Transport Strategy.  Feedback delivered by 14 November 2008.   
 

Table 1 Quarrying & aggregate production: economic 
impacts 
 

  
Gross 

Output 
Value 

Added Employment 

  $000 $000 Number 

Direct 549,867 240,132 1,890 

Direct + Indirect 1,076,384 455,024 4,967 
Direct + Indirect + Induced 2,161,548 720,275 9,707 

 

Notes: Based on 2003 inter-industry data 

Source: NZIER 
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Economic  Ana lys is  o f  the  Quarrying  and  Aggregate  Production  Indus try 

The Council commissioned NZIER to complete an economic analysis of this industry.  The report 

will be available in hard copy early in the New Year and the following is the Executive Summary. 

Direct Impacts 

The industry produced 45.4 million tonnes of aggregates in 2007, worth an estimated $550 mil-

lion.  Production has been increasing over the current decade due to growth in demand for roads 

and construction.  Over half of output is used for roading, and 21% (a quarter by value) for con-

struction of residential and commercial/industrial buildings.  

Associated with this output is: 

• employment of 1,890 persons, with average earnings in 2005/06 of over $49,000 per 

annum, 25% above the national average 

• value added of $240 million (the equivalent of the industry’s Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP)) 

Indirect & induced impacts 

Indirect effects arise from the demand by the quarrying and aggregate production industry for 
inputs from supplier companies – i.e. every dollar of quarry and aggregate production requires 

additional output elsewhere in the economy.   

Induced effects arise from expenditure out of the incomes generated in quarrying and aggregate 

companies and their suppliers. 

We estimate these effects through the application of multipliers, which show for each dollar of 
output in the quarrying and aggregate production industries, how much additional output is gen-
erated through indirect effects (Type I multipliers) and induced impacts (Type II multipliers).  

Equivalent multipliers are used to estimate effects on employment and value added. 

The results are shown in Table 1 overleaf. 

In total, direct, indirect and induced economic impact of quarrying and aggregate production 

resulted in $2,162 million of output throughout the economy 2007.   

This in turn resulted in 9,707 jobs (0.5% of total employment) and value added of $720 million 

(0.4% of New Zealand’s GDP). 

The industry’s medium-term prospects will be influenced by two key factors.  On the upside, 
there will be sustained demand for roading materials (given the commitment of the Government 
to investment in infrastructure).  On the downside demand for materials for construction of 

houses and (to a lesser extent) commercial buildings will be weaker. 

A critical element of the industry’s ability to deliver the required outputs is its access to quarry-
ing land, ideally close to where construction is occurring (as aggregates are low value relative to 
weight, increasing the distance over which they are transported from quarry to construction site 

adds significantly to costs). 

Access to such land is subject to the normal processes of the Resource Management Act, at the 

local (District/City Council) level. 

We note by way of comparison that in the state of Victoria, state planning documents explicitly 
identify land suitable for quarrying on the periphery of urban areas.  The effect of this is to facili-
tate quarrying within identified zones and provide access to low-cost material close to urban 

growth areas.  
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“From the M ind Boggles Department 
The item below was recently published in The Australian and is reprinted to show what you may have to go through, to obtain a contract.  

Can you imagine the Privacy Act, Human Rights Act and Employment Relations Act implications if this came to New Zealand? 

 



 

AQA © 2008 

The Aggregate & Quarry Association acknowledge with gratitude the 

sponsorship and support from the following companies 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

 

 

 

www.cableprice.co.nz  www.goughscat.co.nz  www.komatsu.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.oricaminingservices.com www.mimico.co.nz          www.titanplant.co.nz 

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

 
 

 
 

www.metsominerals.co.nz    www.crownminerals.govt.nz  

    www.eeca.govt.nz     www.groeneveld.com.au 

 
SILVER SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  www.redbullpowder.co.nz www.cookes.co.nz    www.exito.org.nz  
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  www.winstoneaggregates.co.nz  www.sensortronicscales.co.nz 

 
NICKEL SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 
 

 www.rocktec.co.nz  RD 24, Stratford  www.pavespec.co.nz   

 

 

 

 

 

   www.loadritescales.com       www.trind.co.nz  www.appliedconveyor.co.nz 

 

 


