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SAVING ENERGY, SAVING $$$, SAVING THE PLANET  

A project has been started recently by the AQA to help members reduce their 

energy costs and improve performance.  The project has been developed in 

partnership with the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA).  

The AQA Best Practice Energy Programme is providing a practical way for   

aggregate and quarry companies (including lime quarrying) to drive down their 

energy costs.  It offers half-price energy audits, delivered by high quality audi-

tors with experience in the sector. 

Commenting on Winstone Aggregates winning performance in the Energy    

Efficiency Award at the Invercargill conference, National Manufacturing Man-

ager, Jason Lowe encouraged all AQA members to not ñhang backò and sign up 

to the energy audits available through the AQA Best Practice Energy Pro-

gramme.   

For a relatively small initial investment in an energy audit, companies have 

been finding savings averaging more than 10% of their energy costs.  Some 

New Zealand quarrying operations have found potential energy savings of as 

much as 20% of their total annual energy spend.   

An energy audit involves a fully qualified and experienced energy auditor      

visiting a site to review how and where energy is being used in a companyôs 

operations.  The auditors then look for practical opportunities to improve the 

efficiency of the plant and associated services.  In some cases onsite vehicles 

are also examined to look for opportunities to improve fuel efficiency.  

Business analysts say that reducing fixed costs should be the number one tac-

tic for companies in tough economic times.  Quarrying is an energy intensive 

sector, with energy making up as much as 21% of total cost of supplies 

(excluding labour).  Any savings that can be made on energy costs go straight 

to improving the bottom line. 

Breaking News:  

According to a survey carried out by Statistics NZ in collaboration with the   

Ministry of Economic Development and the Energy Efficiency and Conservation 

Authority. 
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Of the primary industries, mining, including quarrying, was the largest user of  

energy, with 24 percent of the total primary industry usage. This was followed by 

the sheep, beef cattle, and grain growing industry with just under 20 percent.  

 

Diesel was the largest energy source for primary industries, making up 50 per-

cent of the energy they consumed. The main use for diesel was in mobile off -

road applications. Other significant energy sources were electricity and petrol, 

accounting for 20 percent and 10 percent of the total energy source, respec-

tively.sector, with energy making up as much as 21% of total cost of supplies 

(excluding labour).  Any savings that can be made on energy costs go straight to 

improving the bottom line. 

SETTING PLANNING GUIDELINES  

The difficulties faced trying to consent or re-consent a quarry site are huge.  Our 

industry is not well known or well understood.  The actual effects which we    

generate are able to be controlled and mitigated through good management but 

we still get hit with excessive and onerous conditions. Councils tend to err on the 

side of caution with conditions and this is generally due to lack of knowledge and 

understanding.  

Over the past eight months the AQA has been working on the development of a 

planning guideline for the quarry industry to be placed on the Quality Planning 

Website which is hosted by The Ministry for the Environment (MfE).  Take a look 

at http://www.qualityplanning.org.nz/ 

A planning guideline is an information source outlining the major environmental 

effects and effective mitigations from different activities in regard to the RMA.  It 

is a web based source of information and facts. 

It is used by councils, practitioners, consultants, and environmental managers to 

assist them in making planning decisions in regard to the development of new 

plans and resource consents 

The quality planning project is a partnership between: 

¶ New Zealand Planning Institute 

¶ Resource Management Law Association 

¶ Local Government New Zealand 

¶ The New Zealand Institute of Surveyors 

¶ Ministry for the Environment 

It is managed by a steering group and an editorial panel of practitioners.  

The first forum was held in Hamilton in March this year when an industry led   

issues paper was developed. 

Then a Planning Conference was held in Nelson in June that included            

representatives from regional and city / district councils from across NZ.  
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The Guideline is currently been drafted and will be reviewed during August.  It will 

then go to MfE for editing and reviewing during September. 

It is expected that the Guideline will be included onto Quality Planning Website as 

a reference tool in December. 

The planning committee will review district, city and regional plans and comment 

on behalf of industry where appropriate.  They will meet regularly to review con-

sents and conditions and update the guideline as required in the future.  

AQA council member, Mike Lord is overseeing the project on for the Council.  

THE AQA AWARDS  

Finding long-term sustainable solutions was the motivation when Winstone       

Aggregates won a hat-trick of Aggregate and Quarry Association Awards at the 

QuarryNZ Conference in Invercargill in early July.  

Winning endeavors in the past year saw three separate Winstone operations gain 

awards:  

¶ The MIMICO Environmental Excellence Award (Puketutu Island Quarry, 

Mangere) 

¶ The AQA Energy Efficiency Award (Winstone Aggregates) 

¶ The Q&M Magazine Community and Social Sustainability Award (Whitehall 

Quarry, central Waikato). 

Will you be a winner next year?  

AQA encourages wider participation in the Awards. Sharing such successes is 

important and while we realise that assembling an entry requires time and effort 

by busy staff it is that very process that brings its own rewards.  Sustainable  

management of resources must become as important business driver for industry 

success. 

 Presenting the award was Dr Morgan Williams, former Parliamentary Commis-

sioner for the Environment and currently an Adjunct Professor at the Universities 

of Canterbury and Queensland.  He commented: ñAs was highlighted in a 2009 

World Economic Forum background paper:  sustainability is no longer a ónice to 

haveô.  It has become a human security and survival issue. Against this stark, but 

accurate assessment, the NZ aggregate and quarrying industry is well placed to 

meet the challenges ahead if the Association sustainability leadership endures.ò 

TALKING TO YOUR CUSTOMERS  

é.And a reminder about the conference panel discussion between the client, the 

engineer, the contractor and the quarryman: keep in touch with your customers  

after delivery to ensure the product is satisfactory, keep the dialogue going so 

that you continue to be the preferred supplier. 
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PLANNING ACTIVITY  

The AQA has been involved in the following planning activities in the past few 

months, either in support of a memberôs application or just on its own. 

Project Name: Horizons Regional Council - One Plan  

Work Completed: Attended Overall Hearing on 1 July 2008  

Upcoming Deadlines: Decisions from hearings to be released mid to late 2009.  

Project Name: Taranaki Regional Policy Statement  

Work Completed: AQA submitted on proposed policy statement, Council have 

adopted changes recommended by the AQA into the RPS. 

Upcoming Deadlines: Nil.  

Project Name: National Policy Statement for Electricity Transmission  

Work Completed: Submission delivered on 29 November 2007  

Upcoming Deadlines: To be advised date of hearing. 

Project Name: Draft Wellington Regional Policy Statement  

Work Completed: AQA submitted on proposed policy statement on 5 April 2008. 

Submissions closed 16 May 2008.  

Upcoming Deadlines: Nil. 

Project Name: Wellington City District Plan - Plan Change 64 (Kiwi Point 

Quarry)  

Work Completed: AQA submitted in favour of plan change 64 on 21 July 2008. 

As all other submissions were in favour of the plan change no hearing was held. 

Council has approved the decision and was publicly notified on 6 November 

2008.  

Upcoming Deadlines: Nil  

Project Name: Waingaro Road Quarry Extension  

Work Completed: AQA submitted in favour of the quarry extension on 24 July 

2008. Hearing was held on 8 September 2008. AQA did not attend as the proc-

essing planners recommendation was for approval. Decision was released on 26 

November 2008 to grant the application. 

Upcoming Deadlines: Nil 

Project Name: Hurunui District Council  

Work Completed: AQA submitted in opposition to the plan change on 2 Septem-

ber 2008. AQA made a further submission on 29 October 2008 in support of 

Winstone Aggregates and Fulton Hoganôs submissions. Hearing was held on 9 

December 2008, AQA was represented by one of their members in Christchurch.  
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 Upcoming Deadlines: Council released a decision on 8 May to approve Plan 

Change 7 ï Quarrying and Mining. 

Project Name: Auckland Regional Council  

Work Completed: AQA provided feedback on the Auckland Regional Policy 

Statement and preparation of a new Auckland Regional Land Transport Strategy 

on 11 November 2008. ARC posted a summary of all feedback on their website 

in mid December 2008. 

Upcoming Deadlines: A draft of the RPS and RLTS is to be prepared by ARC in 

early 2009. 

Project Name: Environment Bay of Plenty  

Work Completed: AQA provided feedback to EBOPôs Issues and Options Paper 

on the  Regional Policy Statement to recognise and have greater provision for 

aggregates and minerals in the RPS on 22 January 2009. 

Upcoming Deadlines: A draft Regional Policy Statement is intended to be pro-

duced in October 2009 for further submissions. 

Project Name: New Plymouth District Council  

Work Completed: Submission on New Plymouth District Council Rural Review 

Discussion Document lodged on 24 February 2009. 

Upcoming Deadlines: Hearing held on 15 May 2009 attended by Mike Lord. 

Council adopted the council officers recommendation. 

Project Name: Taupo District Council  

Work Completed: Lodged a submission on Plan Change 24 and Variation 25 

(landscape and natural values plan changes) on 27 February 2009.  

Upcoming Deadlines: Awaiting a hearing date to be set. 

Project Name: Palmerston North City Council  

Work Completed: Submission lodged on 13 March on PNCC District Plan Review 

Discussion Document to provide greater provision for aggregates and minerals.  

Upcoming Deadlines: Council to prepare issues and options papers based on 

issues raised in submissions. 

Project Name: RMA Amendment Bill  

Work Completed: Submission prepared and sent to AQA on 2 April 2009. 

Upcoming Deadlines: Summary of submissions being prepared to go to the Se-

lect Committee. 

Upcoming Deadlines: Summary of feedback on submissions to be made avail-

able in July 2009. 
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Project Name: Western Bay of Plenty District Plan Review  

Work Completed: Submission lodged on 24 March 2009. 

Upcoming Deadlines: Summary of submissions prepared. Further submission 

closed June 19 2009. 

Project Name: Proposed Greater Wellington Regional Policy Statement  

Work Completed: Submission lodged 02 June 2009. 

Upcoming Deadlines: Awaiting a summary of submissions and call for further 

submissions. 

Project Name: Environment Waikato Regional Policy Statement Discussion 

Document  

Work Completed: Submission lodged with Environment Waikato on 9 April.  

Project Name: Cameron Quarry, Otamarakau  

Work Completed: Submission lodged with EBOP and WBOP in support of the 

application to extend Cameron Quarry from Winstone Aggregates. 

Upcoming Deadlines: Awaiting notification of the time and date for a hearing 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGðSEPTEMBER 2009 

The next Council meeting will be held in Wellington on 20 September 2009.   

Any member who has any item for the next meeting, please contact either a 

member of the Council or the Executive Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War Memorial Conference Centre, Napier  

Wednesday 7 ð-Friday 9 July 2010  
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The Aggregate & Quarry Association acknowledge with gratitude the spon-
sorship and support from the following companies 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 
 
 
 
    
    
             www.goughscat.co.nz                             www.komatsu.co.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 www.oricaminingservices.com      www.mimico.co.nz   www.titanplant.co.nz 

 
GOLD SPONSORS 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     www.metsominerals.co.nz  www.eeca.govt.nz   www.cableprice.co.nz   
 
SILVER SPONSORS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   www.crownminerals.govt.nz    www.exito.org.nz      www.redbullpowder.co.nz  www.precisionscreen.com.au 
 
        www.transdiesel.com  
 
RONZE SPONSORS 
 
 
 
 
 
           www.cookes.co.nz                   www.rocktec.co.nz       www.redbullpowder.co.nz   
 
NICKEL SPONSORS 

 
 TSK 
 J C Crooks 

 
www.loadritescales.com     RD 24, Stratford www.pavespec.co.nz     www.groeneveld.com.au 
 
CONFERENCE SUPPORTERS 
 
 
 
 
     Clark Machinery Hire        A B Lime        Bearing Replacement        Southland Machine Hire 
 


