
 

Aggregates Facts  
 
Aggregates are fundamental to the lives of everyday New Zealanders. Without an ongoing supply of aggregates, the production  
of concrete and the development of buildings, roads and infrastructure would come to a standstill. 

The facts 
– In 2009, New Zealand produced 32.89 million tonnes of aggregates worth $425 million 

– With an estimated population of 4,318,000, each New Zealander consumes 7.6 tonnes of aggregates every year 

– Over half the aggregate produced is used on roads and a  further 21% is used to construct commercial and residential buildings 

– The economic benefit to our country (direct, indirect and induced) is $2.1 billion and approximately 10,000 jobs. 

Location and transport 
For each tonne of aggregate produced, every 30 kilometres  
it has to travel doubles the cost.  
 
 
 
AGGREGATE USE: COMPARISON BY COUNTRY 
 
Country   Tonnes per person

New Zealand   7.6 

United States   8.0 

Australia   7.0 

Europe   5.5 

Great Britain   4.0 

  
 
 

This fact sheet was prepared by the Aggregate and Quarry Association of New Zealand at www.aqa.org.nz. For more information phone 64-4-568 9123. 
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NZ AGGREGATE PRODUCTION vs. POPULATION: 2000 ‐ 2009 
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Million Tonnes 34.87 35.85 36.91 41.89 44.43 49.04 46.02 46.35 41.95 32.89 
Population 3,860,100 3,887,000 3,951,200 4,027,700 4,088,700 4,136,000 4,186,900 4,250,000 4,290,000 4,318,000
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